






Recommendations from the Inquiry Committee
for culturally safe care

Providing culturally safe care to Indigenous patients is an expected competency of all registrants.
Cases continue to emerge, such as the one below, showing that Indigenous stereotypes can result in
harm.

A panel of the Inquiry Committee recently concluded a case where a registrant did not fully meet the
expectations in the Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility, and Anti-racism practice standard,
highlighting the expectation of creating safe health care experiences.

Case study

An Indigenous woman chose to terminate her pregnancy and contacted a reproductive health clinic
to understand her options. In this process, she identified herself as Indigenous and, given her
previously negative experiences in accessing publicly funded care, she requested to have a support
person with her. The clinic denied her request, citing a policy which does not allow support people to
be present and told her they would not treat her differently just because she is Indigenous. 
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As per the Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility, and Anti-racism
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safe care.
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