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APPROVED MINUTES 

Board (Open) 

February 23, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 
Videoconference / 7th floor boardroom 
669 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC 
 

Attendance 
Members present: 

¶ Dr. B.A. Priestman (President) 
¶ Mr. T.T.S. Mann (Vice-President) 
¶ Dr. R. Abrahams 

¶ Dr. A. Du Preez 

¶ Ms. J.W.E. Dyson 

¶ Dr. J.J. Kingsley 
¶ Ms. H.A. Muller (virtual) 
¶ Dr. C.Y.C. Nguan 
¶ Ms. S.F.J. Ross 

¶ Dr. K.L. Seland 
¶ Dr. S. Tsuchiya 

¶ Dr. J.T. Wale 
¶ Mr. L. Yip 

 
Regrets 

¶ Dr. M. Greenwood, PhD 
¶ Dr. C.S. Leger (Treasurer) 
¶ Dr. S. McDonald 

 
Recorder of minutes: 

¶ Ms. J. Sherle (Executive Office and 
Board Manager) 

Staff present: 
¶ Dr. P.D. Rowe (Registrar/CEO) 
¶ Mr. G. Keirstead, KC (Deputy 

Registrar, Chief Legal Counsel) 
¶ Dr. M. Murray (Deputy Registrar) 
¶ Dr. D. Puddester (Deputy Registrar) 
¶ Dr. D.A. Unger (Deputy Registrar)  
¶ Mr. M. Epp (Chief Operating Officer) 
¶ Ms. C. de Bruin (Executive Director, 

Registration) 
¶ Ms. S. Prins (Director of 

Communications and Public Affairs) 
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Summary of resolutions and actions discussed 
 
Record of resolutions 

Item # Item February 23, 2024 Resolution # 

4. Adoption of the 
agenda 

RESOLVED that the agenda for the Board 
open regular meeting scheduled February 
23, 2024, be adopted, as amended. 
 

24-214 

5. 
Consent agenda RESOLVED that the consent agenda for the 

Board open meeting be approved, with the 
following items in the consent agenda, as 
attached: 
5.1 Health Professions Review Board 

report �§ registration decisions and 
complaints dispositions  

5.2 Inquiry Committee �§
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Action items 

RFA # Item 
# 

Item Responsible Action/comments 

Board -O-
24 -02 -23 -
001  

8. Report of the 
registrar 

CPA CPA to draft statement to be 
reviewed by the president prior 
to publishing. 

Board -O-
24 -02 -23 -
002  

12.1 
Ethical Principles 
for Artificial 
Intelligence in 
Medicine interim 
guidance 

JS Executive Committee agenda 

Board -O-
24 -02 -23 -
003  

12.2 
Medical Assistance 
in Dying practice 
standard 

CPA To be published on the College 
website 

 
1. Territorial acknowledgement 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of BC is located on the unceded and traditional 
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RESOLUTION 24-214 
RESOLVED that the agenda for the Board open regular meeting scheduled February 23, 
2024, be adopted, as amended. 
 
5. Consent agenda 
 
The following resolution was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED: 
 
RESOLUTION 24-215 
RESOLVED that the consent agenda for the Board open meeting be approved, with the 
following items in the consent agenda, as attached: 
 

5.1 Health Professions Review Board report �§ registration decisions and complaints 
dispositions  

5.2 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel A 
5.3 Inquiry Committee �§ Panels B-E  
5.4 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel B report  
5.5 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C report  
5.6 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel D report 
5.7 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel E report 
5.8 Library Committee report 
5.9 Prescription Review Panel report 
5.10 Registration Committee report 
5.11 Physician Practice Enhancement Panel report  
5.12 Diagnostic Accreditation Program report  
5.13 NHMSFAP Patient Safety Incident Review Panel report  
5.14 Patient Relations, Professional Standards and Ethics Committee report 

 
6. Adoption of the minutes: November 24, 2023 
 
The following resolution was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED: 
 
RESOLUTION 24-216 
RESOLVED that that the minutes of the Board open regular meeting held November 24, 
2023, be adopted, as circulated. 
 
7. Record of resolutions approved via facsimile/email 
 
No resolutions 
 
8. Report of the registrar 
 
The registrar reported on the following: 
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¶ Freedom to Read Week 
Freedom to Read Week, February 18-24, 2024, is an annual event that encourages Canadians 
to think about and reaffirm their commitment to intellectual freedom, a guarantee under the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. It was noted that this is an important week that speaks to the 
never ending challenge of knowledge and books being suppressed which continues in 
modern time. Dr. Rowe encouraged the Board to review the list of challenged publications 
on the Freedom to Read website https://www.freedomtoread.ca/resources/35-challenged-
publications/. 
 
The following Resolutions were passed by the Board in the closed session of the meeting: 
 

¶ RESOLVED that the Board approves the 2024/25 budget as recommended by the 
Finance and Audit Committee 

¶ RESOLVED that the amended Governance Committee Terms of Reference be 
approved 

¶ RESOLVED that the amended Non-Hospital Medical and Surgical Facilities 
Accreditation Program Committee Terms of Reference be approved 

¶ RESOLVED that the amended Diagnostic Accreditation Program Committee Terms of 
Reference be approved. 

¶ RESOLVED that the 2024/25 goals and objectives be accepted 

¶ RESOLVED THAT the Board amend the Bylaws of the College of Physicians and 
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9. Report of the president 
 
The president provided a report in the closed session of the Board meeting. 
 
 
10. Unfinished business 

10.1 Territorial Acknowledgement policy for Board and committees 
¶ Territorial Acknowledgement policy resource manual, effective January 29, 2024 

¶ Territorial Acknowledgement �§ resources, effective January 29, 2024 
 
At the November 2023 meeting, the Board approved the Territorial Acknowledgement (TA) 
policy with a few minor amendments to include pronunciations / phonetics. The Board also 
recommended that an addendum to the policy be developed that speaks to protocols for the 
TA when presenters / chairs are hosting a meeting not on Coast Salish lands. 
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Though a practice standard on the appropriate use of AI in medicine is not yet warranted, an 
interim guidance document will help protect public safety by promoting responsible use of 
AI tools by registrants.  
 
The interim guidance document was drafted based on comprehensive research conducted 
�I�y���p�U�N�����a�]�]�N�T�N�¯�m���i�a�]�V�J�y���p�N�A�^�•���3�U�V�m���l�N�m�N�A�l�J�U���V�_�v�a�]�v�N�L���A���[�q�l�V�m�L�V�J�p�V�a�_�A�]���m�J�A�_�‘���p�U�a�l�a�q�T�U���l�N�v�V�N�w���a�S��
related policies (such as the Practice Resource: Guidance on Professional Responsibility and 
Generative AI from the Law Society of BC and Ethical Principles for AI in Medicine from The 
Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists), and discussions with all the other 
medical regulators across the country.  
 
Based on this research, the proposed interim guidance document encompasses the 
following key components: 

¶ Privacy, confidentiality, and consent  

¶ Accuracy and reliability  

¶ Transparency 

¶ Interpretability  
¶ Bias 
¶ Monitoring and oversight 

 
The Board was informed that the proposed draft has been reviewed by internal staff from 
various departments, including Legal Services, Information Technology, and Records, 
Information and Privacy. 
 
The Board recommended that the preamble in the document be amended to be explicitly 
clear that registrants must only use Health Canada approved MLMDs and when doing so, 
understand the device classification, the level of evidence supporting the use of the device in 
clinical practice and the limitations of the device.  
 
The Board was advised that the interim guidance document speaks to the importance that 
personal patient data must not be transferred from the clinical environment at which care is 
provided without patient consent or where required or permitted by law. Registrants are 
advised to contact the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner (OIPC) to 
understand Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) regulations regarding AI. It was noted s regarding AI. 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

 
Health Professions Review Board (HPRB) Matters  

 March 1, 2023  – January 31, 2024 
 

  
1.  Inquiry Committee (IC) Matters  
 

Under the Health Professions Act (the “HPA”), complainants have the right to request:  
 
 1) a review of a final disposition of the Inquiry Committee; or,  
 2) a review of a delay in the completion of the investigation.  
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�r NB. This figure may include decisions relating to applications for review filed before the fiscal year.   
Health Professions Review Board      
Report to the Board – March 1, 2023 – January 31, 2024  

Page 3 of 3 

3.  HPRB Decisions Issued during t he 2023  Fiscal Year:  
 

From March 1, 2023, to January 31, 2024, the HPRB has issued 2 interim decision s and 62 final  
decisions in respect of the College relating to Inquiry Committee matters:  
 

 

Inquiry Committee: Interim Decisions  

o 2 application s to withhold information pursuant to s. 42 of the Administrative Tribunals Act 
granted   
(College made application s to withhold information from complainant)  
 

2�r 

Inquiry Committee: Final Decisions  

o 



 

Inquiry Committee �§ Panel A 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD 

Inquiry  Committees �§ Panels B through E 

Since the report provided to the Board at its  last meeting , the Inquiry Committee has 
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Inquiry Committee – Panel B 

December 13, 2023 

 

Attendance 

Chair 

 Mr. T.T.S. Mann  

Members present 

 Dr. D.A. Spooner 

 Dr. T. Cordoni 

 Ms. L. Shore 

 Ms. M.L. Casavant 

 Dr. B.M. Bagdan (Vice Chair) 

 Mr. L.R Yip 

 Ms. L. Argatoff 

 Dr. G. Chang 

 Dr. Salina Teja - Alternate member  

Regrets 

 Dr. J.A. Soles 

 Dr. J. Wale 

 Dr. J. Kerrie  

Overview/summary 
• 13 files naming 21 physicians; 11 concluded 

• 8 of 21 physicians concluded with criticism 
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Inquiry Committee – Panel B 
 
January 22, 2024 

 

Attendance 

Chair 
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• Direction to seek consent to remedial disposition, 
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Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C 

November 29, 2023 

 

Attendance 

Chair 

¶ Dr. L.K Wong 

Members present 

¶ Dr. K.E. Bennett  

¶ Dr. N.E. Severin 

¶ Dr. R. McCallum (Guest  Vice-Chair) 

¶ Ms. C. Evans (Alternate)  

¶ Ms. L. Argatoff (Alternate)  

¶ Mr. T. Mann (Alternate)*  

*  Part -time attendance 

Regrets 

¶ Ms. P.A McDonald (Vice-Chair) 

¶ Ms. K. Brooks  

¶ Dr. S. Sohmer  

Overview/summary 

• 15 files naming 19 physicians; 14 concluded  

• 9 of 15 physicians concluded with criticism 

• 3 of 15 files were reconsiderations of the Inquiry Committee: 

¶ 1 file �§ Inquiry Committee res c in d e d  their original decision �§ 33(6)(a). Matter 
concluded under section 33(6)(b). 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee Panel D  

November 24, 2023  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. Andrew Sear, Acting Chair

Members present  

�x Dr. Gavin Garcias (Alternate Physician Member)
�x Ms. Christine Evans, Public Representative

Regrets  

�x Dr. Luay Dindo, Chair

Overview /summary  

�x 54 files naming 61 physicians
o 1 file concluded under s. 32(3)(a)
o 53 files concluded under s. 32(3)(c)

�x 13 of 61 physicians concluded with criticism
�x Additional steps as directed by the Inquiry Committee

o 2 concluding interviews
o 1 direction to seek consent to education

�x Passed 10 resolutions to initiate an investigation as per section 33(4) of the Health��
Professions Act

Respectfully submitted,  

Dr. D. Puddester, Deputy Registrar, on behalf of,  
�x Dr. Andrew Sear, Committee Acting Chair
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee Panel D  

February 15, 2024  

 

Attendance  

Chair  
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Panel E Inquiry Committee  

December 15, 2023 

 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. F. Dossa  

Members present  

�x Dr. A. Sear – Vice Chair 

�x Ms. P. MacDonald 

Regrets  

�x N/a 

Overview /summary  
 
12 files reviewed; 8 ( Co)1.04 72 280.8 Tm
9
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�ƒ To document all services provided.  
 

Of the 4 not concluded, next steps included;  
 

�x 2 will proceed to an off- site chart review  

�x 1 will proceed to an on -site practice investigation  

�x 3 will include consent to seek a written commitment  

o 1 written commitment;  

�ƒ not to start any future patients on daily opioid therapy for noncancer 
pain disorders or accept such patients in transfer from other physicians.  
 

o 1 written commitment to;  
 

�ƒ to limit daily volume to 35 patients daily.  
 

o 1 written commitment to;  
 

�ƒ to limit daily volu me to 35 patients daily.  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Dr. D. Puddester, Deputy Registrar, on behalf of:  
Dr. F. Dossa, Chai r 





College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  REPORT TO BOARD 

Library Committee  (Open)  
November 23, 2023  

2 of 3 

KPI 1, �1�N�N�\���S�N�N�L�I�A�J�\���A�_�L���V�^�i�]�N�^�N�_�p���]�V�I�l�A�l�y�¯�m��First Nations, Metis and Inuit Matters in 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Prescription Review Panel (Open) 

December 8, 2023 

 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x J. Dyson 

Members present  

�x Dr. W. Woodfield  
�x Dr. A.D. Wardman  
�x Dr. P. Bach 
�x Dr. M. Butterfield  

Regrets  

�x Dr. K. Haddow  
�x M. Sam 
�x A. Alladina  

Others present  

�x Dr. D. Unger  
�x M. Horton  
�x M. Turcotte  
�x G. Keirstead (partial)  

Overview /summary  
The panel reviewed four physician files. G. Keirstead, deputy registrar and chief legal counsel 
joined the meeting to present the administrative fairness in decision -making portion of the 
annual panel orientation.  
 
Of the files reviewed:  

�x Three files will be closed.  
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Committee Report to the Board �§ Open  

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Details  

Meeting date:  January 11, 2024 

Committee chair:  
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Committee Report to the Board – Open 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE  

E E E E

Committee chair:  
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Diagnostic Accreditation Program 
Committee (Open)  

December 6, 2023  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. Romina Reyes* 

Members  

�x Dr. W. Yap* 
�x Mariana Diacu 
�x Dr. B.A. Bradshaw * 
�x Dr. Heather Clark*  
�x Dr. Brenda Farnquist * 
�x Tim Rode* 
�x Lisette Vienneau*  

 
Regrets  

�x None 
 

College Staff  

�x Dr. Michael Murray, Deputy Registrar, Accreditation Programs and Quality Assurance  
�x Sara Camano, Director, Accreditation Programs  
�x Colin Carey, Manager, Laboratory Medicine, Accreditation Programs  
�x Sharan Manship, Manager, Diagnostic Services, Accreditation Programs  
�x Jennifer Danielson, Manager, Quality Systems, Accreditation Programs  
�x Jennifer Francoeur , Accreditation Coordinator , Accreditation Programs  
�x Suzanne Darnel, Accreditation Assessment Development Officer  
�x Jamie Davidson , Accreditation Assessment Officer  
�x Terri McCaskill , Proficiency Testing and Quality Control Specialist  
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Guests :  

�x Dr. Heidi Oetter , Registrar CEO CPSBC 
�x Graeme Keirstead , Deputy Registrar, Chief Legal Counsel CPSBC 
�x Meera Santhalatha, CPSBC Project Manager, IT 

 

Overview /summary  
The following summarizes the briefing notes submitted to the DAP Committee, including 
but not limited  to full accreditation, provisional accreditation, and nonconformance 
extensions, during the period September 9, 2023 to November 17 , 2023 for which  quorum 
was achieved. All were ratified by the DAP  Committee.  

 

 
Category  Sub-Category  Number  
Laboratory  
Medicine  

Medical  Laboratories  36 

 Specimen Collection  Sites 14 
Diagnostic  
Services  

Diagnostic  Imaging  13 

 Diagnostic  Echocardiography  and echocardiography  4 
 Neurodiagnostics  5 
 Pulmonary Function  7 
 Polysomnography  4 
 Home Sleep Apnea Testing  7 
Other  Non-Facility-Specific Briefing  Notes 

(e.g. standards and management/operations)  
 0 
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Overview/summary  

Patient Safety Incidents  
 

1. One patient safety incident  review was brought forward from the September 30 , 2023 
NHMSFAP Patient Safety Incident Review Panel meeting. 
�x The panel was satisfied with the facilit �y�¯�m��response and no further action was 

required . 
2. Twenty-three new patient safety incident reports were reviewed.  
3. Seventeen patient safety incident reports were determined to be recognized 

complications and/or managed appropriately.  
4. Six patient safety incident reviews required further discussion/action by the panel.  

 
Action items arising from the panel review included letters with recommendations to improve 
patient safety and requests for responses from physicians and medical directors.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Dr. Roanne Preston  
Committee Chair   
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Patient Relations, Professional Standards 
and Ethics Committee  

December 14 , 2023  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Ms. Shirley Ross 

Members present  

�x Ms. Shirley Ross 

�x Ms. Lori Charvat 

�x Dr. Ronald Abrahams  

�x Dr. Shannon McDonald  

�x Ms. Michelle Casavant  

�x Dr. Justin Kingsley 

�x Dr. Brenda Wagne r  

Others present  

�x Dr. Patrick D. Rowe (Registrar and CEO)  

�x Dr. Heidi Oetter  

�x Mr. Graeme Keirstead (Deputy Registrar, Chief Legal Counsel, Legal)  

�x Ms. Susan Prins (Director, Communications and Public Affairs)  

�x Ms. Kelly Newton (Policy and Engagement Lead, Communications and Public Affairs)  

�x Ms. Hope Moir (Policy Analyst, Communications and Public Affairs)  

�x Ms. Bria Luis (Policy Coordinator, Communications and Public Affairs  

�x Ms. Shaleen Jamal (Legal Counsel, Legal) 
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Overview /summary  
The PRPSE Committee met on December 14, 2023. First, College staff reviewed the results of 
a public engagement survey on a draft public resource designed to complement the 
Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility, and Anti -racism practice standard.  Next steps 
�V�_�J�]�q�L�N���A�J�p�V�a�_�V�_�T���p�U�N���i�q�I�]�V�J�¯�m���S�N�N�L�I�A�J�\���p�a���J�l�N�A�p�N���A���m�V�^�i�]�V�S�V�N�L���A�_�L���^�a�l�N���v�V�m�q�A�]���V�_�S�a�T�l�A�i�U�V�J���p�a��
�i�a�l�p�l�A�y���p�U�N���m�p�A�_�L�A�l�L�¯�m���J�a�l�N���J�a�_�J�N�i�p�m�•���3�U�N�����a�]�]�N�T�N���w�V�]�]���N�_�T�A�T�N���A�_�����_�L�V�T�N�_�a�q�m���A�l�p�V�m�p��for this 
work. 

College staff also updated the Committee on findings from  recent  registrant interviews held 
as part of the evaluation of the  Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural Humility and Anti -racism 
practice standard. The interviews helped  assess current levels of awareness and key insights 
from registrants that focused on retrospective experiences . The Committee was informed of 
the College �¯�m plan to conduct focus groups with registrants of different demographics, 
including younger registrants as well as Indigenous reg istrants, to focus on future efforts the 
College can take to increase awareness and applica
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Patient Relations, Professional Standards and Ethics Committee  
December 14, 2023  

3 of 4 

the UN in 2015, and known as the Mandela Rules.  The Committee recommended that 
College staff develop a practice standard  on the terms as set out in the briefing note.  

Finally, Dr. Oetter  updated the Committee  on correspondence she had received from a 
registrant concerning the Referral Consultation Process professional guideline.  The 
Committee had a discussion regarding the administrative challenges for registrants, as well 
as concerns with patient care. They recommended that College staff continue their work on 
addressing this issue.  

Issues and Accomplishments  

Agenda items  

1. Land acknowledgement  

2. 
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�x Indigenous Cultural safety, Cultural Humility and Anti -racism practice standard 
evaluation update  

�x Access to Medical Care Without Discrimination  practice standard evaluation  update  

�x Medical Assistance in Dying  practice standard update  

�x Consent to Treatment  supporting resources update  

�x Referral-Consultation Process professional guideline update  

 

Shirley Ross 
Committee Chair  


