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APPROVED MINUTES 

Board (Open) 

May 31, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 
Videoconference / 7th floor boardroom 
669 Howe Street, Vancouver, BC 
 

Attendance 

Members present: 

¶ Dr. B.A. Priestman (President) 
¶ Mr. T.T.S. Mann (Vice-President) 
¶ Dr. C.S. Leger (Treasurer) 

¶ Dr. R. Abrahams 

¶ Dr. A. Du Preez 
¶ Dr. M. Greenwood, PhD 

¶ Dr. J.J. Kingsley 

¶ Dr. S. McDonald 

¶ Ms. H.A. Muller 
¶ Ms. S.F.J. Ross (virtual) 

¶ Dr. K.L. Seland 
¶ Mr. L. Yip 

 
Regrets 
¶ Dr. J.T. Wale 
¶ Ms. J.W.E. Dyson 

¶ Dr. S. Tsuchiya 
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1. Territorial acknowledgement 
 
The College of Physicians and Surgeons of BC is located on the unceded and traditional 
territory of the Coast Salish peoples, including the territories of the h�%�_�Q
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4. Adoption of the agenda 
 
The following resolution was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED: 
 
RESOLUTION 24-522 
RESOLVED that the agenda for the Board open regular meeting scheduled May 31, 2024, be 
adopted, as circulated. 
 
5. Consent agenda 

 
The following resolution was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED: 
 
RESOLUTION 24-523 
RESOLVED that the consent agenda for the Board open meeting be approved, with the 
following items in the consent agenda, as attached: 

 
5.1 Health Professions Review Board report �§ registration decisions and complaints 

dispositions  
5.2 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel A 
5.3 Inquiry Committee �§ Panels B-E  
5.4 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel B report  
5.5 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C report  
5.6 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel D report 
5.7 Inquiry Committee �§ Panel E report 
5.8 Prescription Review Panel report 
5.9 Registration Committee report 
5.10 Physician Practice Enhancement Panel report  
5.11 Diagnostic Accreditation Program report  
5.12 NHMSFAP Patient Safety Incident Review Panel report  
5.13 Patient Relations, Professional Standards and Ethics Committee report 

 
 
6. Adoption of the minutes: February 23, 2024 
 
The following resolution was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED: 
 
RESOLUTION 24-524 
RESOLVED that that the minutes of the Board open regular meeting held February 23, 2024, 
be adopted, as circulated. 
 
7. Record of resolutions approved via facsimile/email  
 
No resolutions 
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8. Report of the registrar 
 
The registrar reported on the following: 
 

¶ Therapeutics Initiative 
Drs. Rowe and Unger were invited to attend the 30th anniversary celebration for the 
Therapeutics Initiative. This provided another opportunity for engagement with UBC, the 
Ministry of Health, and the College of Pharmacists regarding the ongoing work to support 
safe-prescribing practices through the Prescription Monitoring Program.  
 
¶ Jasper Medical Conference 
Dr. Rowe was invited to attend the annual gathering of northern physicians at the Jasper 
Medical Conference. Multiple engaged conversations and group meetings covered topics 
including Physician Assistants, Surgical Assists, virtual care in the rural context, safe supply 
prescribing, and complaints processes. The organizing committee have subsequently 
contacted Dr. Rowe requesting a possible plenary presentation from the College at the next 
gathering. 
 

¶ Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) Annual Meeting April 18-20, 2024 
Drs. Rowe and Priestman concluded a successful trip to Nashville for the annual FSMB 
conference. Topics of conversation included kindness in regulation, internationally educated 
physicians, artificial intelligence, and challenging cases in regulation.  
 
Also resulting from the FSMB was an invitation for CPSBC to attend a symposium in 
Washington, DC, to discuss alternate routes to licensure for internationally educated 
physicians. This will be occurring in June and will offer another opportunity for CPSBC to 
participate in the broader conversation about providing reasonable routes to practice for 
international physicians. 
 
Keynote speaker, Mr. Martin Fletcher, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Health Practitioner 

�0�N�T�q�]�A�p�V�a�_�����T�N�_�J�y�‘���i�l�a�v�V�L�N�L���A���i�l�N�m�N�_�p�A�p�V�a�_���a�_���¬Should Medical Regulation be Kinder��‘��
reflecting on their experience of physician extreme distress temporally related to regulatory 

investigation and discipline processes. Dr. Rowe noted that trauma is one of the keys to 

regulate in a fashion that is trauma informed and not trauma inducing. He noted that 

conversations at the FSMB conference on this topic were quite impressive. 
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registrants with an interim guidance document �¬���p�U�V�J�A�]���-�l�V�_�J�V�i�]�N�m���S�a�l�����l�p�V�S�V�J�V�A�]�����_�p�N�]�]�V�T�N�_�J�N���V�_��
�"�N�L�V�J�V�_�N��•��
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10. 
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Consultation Feedback 
The consultation feedback received from registrants and the public included the following: 

¶ Clarify the terms assign, delegate, oversight and supervise terms  
¶ Specify the circumstances where a PA would be able to initiate assessment and 

treatment themselves vs. when it would be appropriate for the supervising physician 
to do themselves  

¶ Physician assistants will never be as able as a physician as they have not undergone 
the same training 

¶ Consent �§ express or implicit required 
¶ Physician assistant needs to identify themselves and their role when providing care 
¶ ���L�L���V�_���¬�m�q�I�J�q�p�A�_�N�a�q�m���A�_�L���V�_�p�l�A�^�q�m�J�q�]�A�l���V�_�[�N�J�p�V�a�_����A�_�L���¬�w�a�q�_�L���J�]�N�A�_�m�V�_�T� 

¶ ���]�A�l�V�S�y���p�U�A�p���¬�V�_�m�N�l�p�V�a�_���A�_�L���^�A�V�_�p�N�_�A�_�J�N���a�S���A�V�l�w�A�y�m���¬�L�a�N�m���_�a�p���V�_�J�]�q�L�N���p�U�N���q�m�N���a�S��
advance airway devices 
 

There were other comments related to broade
/F1 sng (0C>-5<004C>-3<0061>13<004E>-3<006D0003005F2ana<93(d)->-3<004
BT>] TJ 033<004E>-3<12e00000913(d)1)4( w)-7(isi)9(n)00912 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
/F1 11.04 Tf
1 0 0 1 108.02 628.42 Tm
0 g
0 G
[(to)4( d)-3(o)17(d)-49/Span <</MCID 13/Langder b04C>-u re
W* n
BT
/F6 11.04 Tf
1 0 0 1 152.9 587.5 Tm
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0
0 G
[(t)13(h)-3(e)-31TJ
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The proposed amendments to section 10-3 provide clarity in two restricted activities that may 
be delegated to physician assistants. Physician assistants who are authorized (by delegation) 
to prescribe and administer a drug may do this by way of subcutaneous and intramuscular 
injection. Physician assistants who are authorized (by delegation) to perform insertion and 
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¶ The ESC 18-month roadmap was presented to committee members and discussed. 

¶ The ESC was informed of a meeting between committee representatives and the 
Embedding Project regarding facilitating a materiality assessment workshop for the 
College. The Embedding Project is a research foundation specializing in integrating 
environmental, social, and governance initiatives. The ESC decided to move forward 
with a virtual workshop with the Embedding Project in June and conduct an initial staff 
survey beforehand.  

¶ The ESC was informed of a meeting committee representatives had with a GreenCare 
consultant. The College falls outside of their advisory mandate, and they are unable to 
provide the ESC with direct assistance.  

¶ �3�U�N�����1�����N�_�T�A�T�N�L���V�_���A���L�V�m�J�q�m�m�V�a�_���A�I�a�q�p���p�U�N�����N�_�N�l�A�]���"�N�L�V�J�A�]�����a�q�_�J�V�]�¯�m���Ÿ���"��� ��
Sustainability Report, highlighting steps taken at the GMC to involve staff in 
sustainability initiatives. 
 

The following will be brought to the committee at its next meeting:  
¶ An update on the materiality assessment with the Embedding Project 

¶ An update on the staff sustainability survey 
 
The Board was provided with a copy of the ESR Terms of Reference for information. 
 
 

12.4 Associate Physician Class registration policies 
¶ Associate Physician - Acute Care Class �§ Registration and Licensure 

Requirements for Eligibility and Accountability  

¶ Associate Physician Class �§ Eligible Clinical Programs 

¶ Associate Physician Class �§ Use of Title 

¶ Associate Physician �§ Community Primary Care Class �§ Health Authority 
UPCC - Registration and Licensure Requirements for Eligibility and 
Accountability  

¶ Briefing Note to Board re Associate Physician policies from Ms. Corinne de Bruin, 
dated May 30, 2024, with attachments: 

¶ Associate Physician - Acute Care Class �§ Registration and Licensure 
Requirements for Eligibility and Accountability 

¶ Redlined version 
¶ Clean version 

¶ Associate Physician Class �§ Eligible Clinical Programs 
¶ Redlined version 
¶ Clean version 

¶ Associate Physician Class �§ Use of Title 

¶ Redlined version 

¶ Clean version 
¶ Associate Physician �§ Community Primary Care Class �§ Health Authority UPCC 

- Registration and Licensure Requirements for Eligibility and Accountability  

¶ Sections 2-25 & 2-26 Associate Physician Bylaws 
 
At its May 2020 meeting, the Board requested that it review proposed policies for the 
Associate Physician class. As a result, the policy Associate Physician �§ Registration and 
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2. Office assessment (of which POMDRA is a part) 

¶ Reviews key areas of a community-based clinical practice related to the delivery of 
safe patient care, including College practice standards and professional guidelines, 
aspects of emergency preparedness, the reprocessing of reusable semi-critical and 
or/critical medical devices, and infection prevention and control 

3. Self-directed assessment 

¶ Directed at registrants who may require less remedial support and will require them to 
complete activities similar to those identified under peer assessments but over a 
longer period of time. 

Website content related to PPEP has been updated to reflect the changes and a newly 
released promotional video is also available. 
(https://www.cpsbc.ca/registrants/programs/ppep) 

This was provided to the Board for information. 

 
13. Information items 

 
13.1 Media summary report relevant to CPSBC 

¶ Media summary report relevant to CPSBC, dated February 8 to May 14, 2024 
 
Received for information. 
 

13.2 ���1�"����¬Navigating the Responsible and Ethical Incorporation of Artificial 
���_�p�N�]�]�V�T�N�_�J�N���V�_�p�a�����]�V�_�V�J�A�]���-�l�A�J�p�V�J�N� 

¶ ���1�"����¬�#�A�v�V�T�A�p�V�_�T���p�U�N���0�N�m�i�a�_�m�V�I�]�N���A�_�L�����p�U�V�J�A�]�����_�J�a�l�i�a�l�A�p�V�a�_�m���a�S�����l�p�V�S�V�J�V�A�]��
���_�p�N�]�]�V�T�N�_�J�N���V�_�p�a�����]�V�_�V�J�A�]���-�l�A�J�p�V�J�N����A�l�p�V�J�]�N�‘���L�A�p�N�L�����i�l�V�]���‚�€�‚�„ 

 
Received for information. 
 
14. Next meeting 
The next open regular meeting of the Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
British Columbia is sch 518.35 Tm
0
Q
q
0.00000912 1s.0.00000912 1s.0.0000 1 
0 G
[( )] TJ
Etis

https://www.cpsbc.ca/registrants/programs/ppep
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 March 1, 2023 – February 29 , 2024  
 

  
1. 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee – Panel B 

February 26, 2024 

 

Attendance 

Chair 

¶ Dr. R. McCallum (Alternate) 

Members present 

¶ Ms. J. Dyson (Vice Chair, Alternate) 

¶ Dr. J. Sole 

¶ Dr. D. Spooner  

¶ Dr. F. Din (Alternate) 

¶ Dr. M. Aron (Alternate)* 

¶ Dr. M. Bagdan * 

¶ Ms. L. Argatoff 

¶ Ms. M.L Casavant 

* Indicates part-time attendance 

Overview/summary 

• 14 files naming 13 physicians; 13 files concluded, 1 deferred 

• 9 of 13 physicians concluded with criticism 

• Direction to seek consent to remedial disposition, Health Professions Act, section 36(1): 

o 8 for specified education: 

▪ 5 for the College’s Medical Record Keeping for Family Physicians course 

▪ 1 for San'yas Anti-
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REPORT TO BOARD 
 

Inquiry Committee – Panel B 
 
April 15, 2024 
 
Attendance 
 
Chair 

 Dr. Jason Wale 
 

Members present 

 Mr. Tarj Mann – Vice Chair 

 Ms. Michelle Casavant 

 Ms. Lainie Shore 

 Mr. Lionel Yip 

 Dr. John Soles 

 Dr. Teresa Cordoni  

 Dr. Matthew Bagdan 

 Dr. Doran Ksienski 

Regrets 

 Ms. Lorraine Argatoff 

 Dr. George Chang 

 Dr. Jeff Kerrie 

 Dr. Devon Spooner 

Overview/summary 
• 11 files naming 16 physicians; 9 files concluded 

• 4 of 16 physicians concluded with criticism 

• The Inquiry Committee reviewed a request for reconsideration of a previous disposition. 
The Inquiry Committee reviewed the request of the subject physician and accepted the 
request to rescind the direction of a reprimand under section 36(1)(c). 
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• Direction to seek consent to remedial disposition, Health Professions Act, section 36(1): 

� 1 for specified education, this is the course that was directed: 

 Screening and assessment of gynecological tumours 

• HPA, section 3�tection cաtion cաectio�io刀� � 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C 

March 19, 2024  

 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. L.K Wong* 

* Indicates part -time attendance  

Members present  

�x Ms. P.A McDonald (Vice-Chair) 

�x Mr. M. Thompson  

�x Ms. K. Brooks 

�x
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o 1 for specified education  in communication  

o 2 written commitments : 

�ƒ to comply with College practice  standard  Advertising and Communication 
with the Public  

�ƒ to comply with College practice standard Medical Certificates and Other 
Third-party Reports 

�
  8 interviews  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Dr.  D. Puddester, Deputy Registrar, on behalf of:  

Dr. L.K Wong, Chair  
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C 

April 30, 2024  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Mr. T. Mann 

Members present  

�x Dr. J. Kerrie (Vice-
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee �§ Panel C 

May 14, 2024  

 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. L.K Wong 

Members present  

�x Ms. P.A McDonald (Vice-Chair) 

�x Ms. K. Brooks  

�x Mr. M. Thompson  

�x Dr. K.E. Bennett 

�x Dr. N.E. Severin 

�x Dr. R. McCallum  

�x Dr. S. Sohmer 

�x Ms. M. Casavant (Alternate) 

Regrets  

�x Nil 

Others present  

�x Ms. Targol Salehi (Observer) 

Overview /summary  

�
  10 files naming 12 physicians; all concluded  

�
  8 of 12 physicians concluded with criticism  

�
  Direction to seek consent to remedial disposition, Health Professions Act, section 36(1): 

o 4 for specified education:  
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee Panel D  

March 14, 2024 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. Luay Dindo��

Members present  

�x Dr. Andrew Sear, Vice-chair
�x Ms. Christine Evans��, Public Representative
�x Ms. Pamela MacDonald��, Alternate Public Representative

��Represents part-time attendance

Overview /summary  

�x 77 files naming 9
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Inquiry Committee Panel D  

May 28, 2024  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. Luay Dindo

Members present  

�x Dr. Andrew Sear, Vice-chair
�x Ms. Christine Evans, Public Representative

Overview /summary  

�x 87 files naming 104TT0 11.04 Tf
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Panel E Inquiry Committee 

March 20, 2024 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Mr. B. Penner, KC.

Members present : 

�x Dr. F. Dossa (vice-chair)

�x Dr. S. Tsuchiya

Overview /summary  
21 files were reviewed; 7 closed;  

�x 1 file concluded with a referral to the Board/Executive Commi ttee for consideration of ��
a Skill and Knowledge assessment.

�x 4 files concluded with no further action.

�x 2 files concluded with a written commitment;

o 1 written commitment;

�ƒ to limit patient volumes in [his]  office to no more than six per hour and ��
35 per day and continue quality improvement efforts with respect to his ��
patient records.

o 1 written commitment;

�ƒ to adopt a formal charti ng format and document history and ��
examination i n a more fulsome manner d d
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�x 8 files will proceed to an on -site practice investigation.  

�x 1 file will proceed with an investigative interview.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Dr. D. Puddester, Deputy Registrar, on behalf of:  
Mr. B. Penner, KC, Chair  
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Panel E Inquiry Committee  

May 1, 2024 

 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Mr. B. Penner, KC. 

Members present : 

�x Dr. R. McCallum (vice-chair) 

�x Dr. S. Tsuchiya 

Regrets  

�x Dr. F. Dossa 

Overview / summary.  
18 files were reviewed: 11 closed:  

�x 6 
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Of the 7 files not concluded, next steps included;  

�x 5 files will proceed to an off- site chart review.  

�x 5 files will proceed with an investigative interview.  

�x 2 files request that the registrant undertake further education and/or a remedial plan  

�x 2 files will proceed with an on -site practice investigation.  

�x 1 file will seek a written commitment to;  

o meet the College standards for medical record keeping . 

�x 1 file will seek a written commitment to;  

o not accept any new patients



 

Prescription Review 
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�x One file will be directed to arrange a stage 5 first interview with the deputy registrar, 
senior medical consultant, and expert panel member. The registrant will also be 
required to complete additional educational courses.  

 

 

 

 

 

J. Dyson 
Prescription Review Panel Chair 

JD/mt  
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Committee Report to the Board – Open 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Details  

Meeting date:  March 28, 2024  

Committee chair:  Dr. Thelma O’Grady (Public Member)  

Committee members in attendance:  

 

 

 

Dr. Luay Dindo  
David Goldsmith (Public Member)  
Dr. Isabelle Hughan  
Dr. Anneline Du Preez   

 
The meeting was held in person.  
 
Consideration of Substantial Equivalency for Conditional -Practice Setting Registrants  
 
The Registration Committee (the Committee) of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
British Columbia (the College) was  requested to review and consider whether 24 registrants  
in the conditional –  practice setting class would be eligible for registration in the full –  
specialty class section 1-15(3) of the College Bylaws (the Bylaws) made under the Health 
Professions Act (HPA). 
 
Provided for the Committee’s review were 24 registrants in the conditional –  practice setting 
class who would be eligible for the restricted class and hold Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) certification in their primary specialty, but do not hold 
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The Committee exercised its discretion under section 1 -15(3) of the Bylaws, and found 
substantial equivalency for each of the  24 registrants for transfer to  the full – specialty class.  
 
Policy Update - Requirement for a Certificate of Completion of Training  (CCT) 
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Committee Report to the Board – Open 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Details  

Meeting date:  May 7, 2024 

Committee chair:  Dr. Thelma O’Grady (Public Member)  

Committee members in attendance:  

 

 

 

Dr. Luay Dindo  
David Goldsmith (Public Member)  
Dr. Andrew MacNeily   
Dr. Shannon McDonald  
Dr. Anneline Du Preez   

 
The meeting was held in person.  
 
Policy Update – Requirement for a Certificate of Completion of Training for International 
Medical Graduate in the Provisional Class  
 
The Registration Committee (the Committee) w
subspecialty is considered a primary specialty in the physician’s RCPSC -accredited training 
jurisdiction, without the requirement to provide a CCT in the equiv alent RCPSC primary 
specialty. 
 
The Committee acknowledged that there are jurisdictions which designate as primary 
specialties disciplines that the RCPSC identifies as subspecialties. Physicians who have 
completed all necessary training in these jurisdictions for recognition as a subspecialist are 
effectively awarded only one CCT in an RCPSC subspecialty and not the equivalent RCPSC 
primary specialty.  
 
The Committee also acknowledged that they recently  accepted a CCT for forensic psychiatry 
with a RCPSC ruling for psychiatry as meeting the requirements set out in section 2 -
16(1)(b)(iii) on a case-by-case basis. Therefore, the Committee was  requested to consider 
amending the Policy to accept a subspecialty CCT only, accompanied by RCPSC rulings in 
the equivalent primary and subspecialty for the purposes of registration and licensure in the 
provisional – specialty class to practice as a specialist in the subspecialty.  
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The Committee approved the updated policy as written:  
 

That the Committee amends its policy, Requirement for a Certificate of Completion of 
Training for International Medical Graduate in the Provisional Class , to include 
acceptance of a certificate of completion of training (CCT) in a Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) subspecialty, where that subspecialty is 
considered a primary specialty in the physician’s RCPSCaccredited training 
jurisdiction, without the requirement to provide a CCT in the equivalent RCPSC 
primary specialty.  
 
Applicants to the provisional –  specialty class who have completed the entirety of their 
postgraduate training in an RCPSC -accredited jurisdiction where their RCPSC 
subspecialty is considered a primary specialty will be required to provide acceptable 
rulings of RCPSC examination eligibility in the RCPSC primary specialty and 
subspecialty.  

 
Policy Update – Eligibility in the Provisional Class: RCPSC Rulings Acceptable to the 
Registration Committee  
 
The Committee was requested to amend its policy, Eligibility in the Provisional Class: RCPSC 
Rulings Acceptable to the Registration (the Policy) to include RCPSC  ruling to sit the 
subspecialty examinations under the Subspecialty Examination Affiliate Program (SEAP) as an 
acceptable ruling under section 2 -16(1)(b)(iii) of the College Bylaws (the Bylaws) for eligibility 
to be registered and licensed in the provision al – specialty class, subject to receipt of a letter 
of commitment from the physician that they  will practice in their subspecialty only.  
 
The Committee acknowledged that a n internationally -
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licensed in the provisional –  specialty class, subject to receipt of a letter of 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Physician Practice Enhancement Panel 
(Open)  

March 14, 2024  

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Dr. J. Kingsley 

Members present        Staff present  

�x Mr. T. Mann (Vice-chair) 
�x Dr. K. Eva (PhD) (public representative) 
�x Dr. I. Fadyeyeva 
�x Dr. D. Holowenko  
�x Dr. C.D. Icton 
�x Dr. D. McLachlan 
�x Dr. H. Postowski (DPM) 
�x Dr. S. Tsuchiya 
�x Ms. A. Wainwright (RN) (public representative  

�x Dr. M. Murray, Deputy Registrar  
�x Ms. N. Castro, director, PPEP 
�x 
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REPORT TO BOARD 

Patient Relations, Professional Standards 
and Ethics Committee  

March  19, 202 4 

Attendance  

Chair  

�x Ms. Shirley Ross 

Members present  

�x Ms. Shirley Ross 

�x Ms. Lori Charvat 

�x Dr. Ronald Abrahams  

�x Dr. Shannon McDonald  

�x Ms. Michelle Casavant  

�x Dr. Brenda Wagne r  

Others present  

�x Dr. Patrick D. Rowe (Registrar and CEO)  

�x Mr. Graeme Keirstead (Deputy Registrar, Chief Legal Counsel, Legal)  

�x Ms. Susan Prins (Director, Communications and Public Affairs)  

�x Ms. Hope Moir (Policy Analyst, Communications and Public Affairs)  

�x Ms. Bria Luis (Policy Coordinator, Communications and Public Affairs  

Overview /summary  
The PRPSE Committee met on March 19, 2024. First, College staff reviewed the preliminary 
results from the registrant focus groups pertaining to the Indigenous Cultural Safety, Cultural 
Humility and Anti -racism practice standard evaluation. Two virtual focus groups were held: 
one with Indigenous registrants, facilitated by an Indigenous physician  with an Elder present , 
and one with non -Indigenous registrants, facilitated by an external consultant. Both focus 
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groups indicated that more registrant education and training is needed. Next steps involve 
conducting a detailed analysis of the findings from the entire evaluation and putting forth  
recommendations.  

Next, College staff updated the Committee on the Access to Medical Care Without 
Discrimination practice standard evaluation. College staff conducted eight interviews with 
various community groups to discuss barriers to accessing health care for the populations 
these groups serve. The next steps involve revising the practice standard and continuing to 
engage with the community gr oups to develop an equity toolkit .  

The Committee received an update on changing the Referral-Consultation Process 
professional guideline into a practice standard to include more 'must' language. After some 
discussion, the Committee agreed to incorporate the new language and proceed with the 
shift to a practice standard. It was noted that consultation with the profess ion would be put 
on hold due to the current political environment.  

College staff provided a brief  update on the Medical Assistance in Dying  practice standard. 
The updated practice standard incorporated minor revisions to ensure the standard remains 
current.  

Next, the Committee was informed that the Ethical Principles for Artificial Intelligence in 
Medicine  interim guidance  document  was provided to the Board at its February meeting  with 
one amendment. Following a thoughtful discussion, the Committee endorsed the 
recommended amendment from the Board. 
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Registration & 
Licensing
Tina Cheng, manager, independent practice team

Jessica Ostrowski, registration manager

Jonathan Norton, manager, compliance and assessments

Corinne de Bruin, executive director, registration

May 30, 2024





Legislative Authority
�‡ Health Professions Act (HPA) :

�‡ Section 16 (2)(i.1) - Duty and objects of a college

�‡ College needs to establish and employ registration procedures that are transparent, 
objective, impartial and fair

�‡ Section 19 - Bylaws for college

�‡ Establish conditions or requirements for the registration of a person as a member of the 
college, including academic standards, competencies, and good character evidence

�‡ Grants the registration committee the discretion to determine �V�S���A���i�N�l�m�a�_� �̄m��
knowledge, skills and abilities are substantially equivalent to standards of 
academic or technical achievement and grant registration on that basis

�‡ Undergoing transition to Health Professions and Occupations Act (HPOA)





Health Professions Review Board 
�‡���_���‚�€�‚�ƒ�•�‚�€�‚�„�‘���p�U�N�����a�]�]�N�T�N� �̄m���0�N�T�V�m�p�l�A�p�V�a�_�����a�^�^�V�p�p�N�N���V�m�m�q�N�L���ƒ�…�ˆ���l�N�v�V�N�w�A�I�]�N��

registration decisions

�‡



Registration and Licensure
�‡Three broad classes of registration and licensure

�‡Full, 

�‡Provisional, and

�‡Others (often have limits and conditions attached)

�‡All registration decisions other than approval of full registration are subject 
to review by the registration committee 

�‡Some decisions are delegated via policy

�‡Registration committee decisions are subject to review by the Health 
Professions Review Board (HPRB) 



Registration and Licensure -
Classes
�‡Full (family, specialty, podiatric 

surgeon)

�‡Provisional (family, specialty)

�‡Restricted (family, specialty)

�‡USA certified (internal 

medicine, emergency medicine, 

pediatrics)

�‡Osteopathic

�‡Surgical assistant

�‡Associate physician (acute care, 

community primary care)

�‡Visitor

�‡Emergency (family, specialty)

�‡Assessment 

�‡Academic

�‡Administrative

�‡Educational classes



Registration and Licensure - 
Applications
�‡ Summary of section 2 -2 of the College Bylaws 

�‡ An applicant must complete and deliver an application for registration form 

established by the registrar

�‡ An applicant must:

�‡



Registration and Licensure - 
Applications
�‡ Summary of section 2 -�‚���a�S���p�U�N�����a�]�]�N�T�N����y�]�A�w�m���J�a�_�p�¯�L�’

�‡ provide documentary proof that the applicant meets all the requirements of the class of 

registration applied for

�‡





Registration and Licensure - 
Canadian Free Trade Agreement 
�‡Supporting mobility across provinces and territories for certified occupations

�‡Restricted and provisional classes of registration may  be mobile, most are not

�‡Statistics since June 1, 2009 (to May 13, 2024)

�‡Total currently actively registered under CFTA  273



Registration and Licensure - 
Educational classes
�‡ Medical student

�‡ Includes UBC medical students, visiting electives through UBC and independent 

�‡ Postgraduate resident

�‡ Clinical associate subcategory

�‡ Postgraduate resident elective

�‡ Postgraduate fellow

�‡ Postgraduate trainee

�‡ Clinical observer



Registration and Licensure - 
Educational classes
�‡ Data correction and collection

�‡ Medical practice closures

�‡ Physician resignation/retirement

�‡ Retraining



Certificates of Professional 
Conduct

Year
Number of certificate requests

BC health authority requests Other requests Total

2021 2,135 1,920 4,055

2022 2,259 2,219 4,478

2023 1,975 2,054 4,029

�‡�-�l�a�S�N�m�m�V�a�_�A�]���L�a�J�q�^�N�_�p���w�U�V�J�U���J�a�_�S�V�l�^�m���A���l�N�T�V�m�p�l�A�_�p� �̄m���S�q�]�]���l�N�T�V�m�p�l�A�p�V�a�_��

history, credentials and standing with the College.





Annual Licence Renewal
�‡Support and follow -up

�‡Verification of: 

�‡Continuing Professional Development/Continuing Medical Education

�‡Scope of practice/currency in practice

�‡Licence limits

�‡Required CPCs from other jurisdictions





Accreditation Assessments
�‡In order to employ a registrant in the Associate Physician class a program 

must receive program accreditation from the College 

�‡



Key Highlights*
�‡Total registrants (independent practice): 15, 259

�‡GPs �§ 50.21%; specialists �§ 49.30%; podiatrists �§ 0.47%; osteopaths �§ 0.02%

�‡4,828 IMGs �§ 31.6% of all active practising physicians

�‡Total educational registrants: 

�‡Medical students �§ 1,555

�‡Postgraduate residents �§ 1,808

�‡Postgraduate trainees �§



Key Highlights*
�‡End of February 2024 compared to February 2023

�‡Net increase of 186 registrants in the family class  (186% increase over the last 

year)

�‡Net decrease of 149 registrants in the specialty class (32% decrease over the 

last year)
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