
 
  

Diagnostic Accreditation Program 

CRITICAL RISK CRITERION  

Diagnostic Imaging 
 

 



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  CRITICAL RISK CRITERION 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2023 by the Diagnostic Accreditation Program and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be used, reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system or any nature, without the prior written 
permission of the copyright holder, application for which shall be made to: 

Diagnostic Accreditation Program 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia 
300§669 Howe Street 
Vancouver BC  V6C 0B4 

The Diagnostic Accreditation Program and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of BC has used their best efforts in preparing 



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  CRITICAL RISK CRITERION 
 

 
 Diagnostic Imaging 3 of 9 
 Document ID: 12183                   Version: 1.8        Publication date: 2023-12-12 Effective date: January 1, 2024 

Critical risk nonconformance  

Introduction 

Under established Diagnostic Accreditation Program (DAP) policy, identified nonconformances represent a risk that must be 
managed within an appropriate time frame. Through the use of a risk/frequency matrix the DAP has established time frames 
within which resolution to identified nonconformances must be submitted.  

Critical risk has been defined as a nonconformance that results in an immediate hazardous or unsafe condition for patients or 
facility personnel, or a pervasive deficiency in the facility that represents systemic failure leading to unsafe conditions for patients 
or facility personnel. Critical risk nonconformances require immediate corrective action. 

Through consultation with subject matter experts and community feedback, the DAP has identified a number of standard 
criterion that have been determined to be critical risk.  

When a critical risk nonconformance is suspected to represent an immediate hazardous or unsafe condition for patients or facility 
personnel during an assessment activity the critical risk nonconformance management process will be initiated.  
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General safety 

Safety practices and equipment 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

DSA1.13  
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The universal protocol 

No.  Description
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Medical emergency management 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

DPS6.1  There are procedures to handle medical emergencies in a timely and effective 
manner. 

   

DPS6.1.1 M There is a medical emergency response protocol in place.  C  

DPS7.1  Emergency procedures, equipment and supplies are available to respond to a 
medical emergency resulting from a high-risk procedure. 

   

DPS7.1.6 M Emergency equipment and supplies are available.  C  

Infection prevention and control  

Routine practices 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

DIPC3.2  Gloves are worn by staff for protection against infection. 
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Global modality 

Intravascular contrast agents 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

GM4.1  Emergency equipment and supplies are available for a response to a medical 
emergency. 

Intent: See also patient safety accreditation standard DPS6.0. 

   

GM4.1.1 M When IV contrast is administered there is either an emergency crash cart or a 
modified emergency cart immediately accessible. 

 C  

GM4.2
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Interventional procedures 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

GM10.1  Samples are handled, transported, tracked and stored appropriately. 

Intent: See also infection prevention and control accreditation standards and general 
safety accreditation standard DSA1.11. 

   

GM10.1.3
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Magnetic safety  

Safety screening 

No.  Description Reference  Risk Change 

MRS3.1  All ancillary equipment intended to be taken into the MRI scan room is clearly 
identified. 

Intent: Particularly with regard to non-


