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Introduction 

In addition to the general standards, the discipline-specific standards for bone densitometry provides additional mandatory 
requirements and best practices.  
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Patient preparation 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

BD2.0  BONE DENSITOMETRY PATIENT PREPARATION   

Revised 

BD2.2  Pre-examination information is collected and assessed prior to commencing 
the examination. 

Guidance: See also global modality GM2.2. 

   

BD2.2.1 M Clinically relevant medical history (e.g. family history, prior fragility fractures, prior 
bone trauma/fractures, surgery, chronic illness, sex assigned at birth and relevant 
medications) is obtained and documented. 

M BD-AC-21 Revised  

BD2.2.2 M Examination interferences/contraindications are assessed and documented 
including recent barium (for spine measurements) or radionuclide studies are 
considered in scheduling. 

M BD-AC-21  

BD2.2.3 B Examination interferences/contraindications are assessed and documented 
including severe arthritic or fracture deformity or other degenerative changes at 
the site to be measured. 

 BD-AC-21  

BD2.2.4 M Examination interferences/contraindications are assessed and documented 
including radio-opaque implants in the measurement area, most commonly the 
hip. 

M BD-AC-21  

BD2.2.5 B A qualified physician is involved in assessing any interferences or 
contraindications. 

 BD-AC-21  

BD2.2.6 B When prior radiographs of anatomic areas are available, these are reviewed to 
determine if specific sites are to be excluded from the analysis. 

 BD-AC-21  

BD2.2.7 M Patient height and weight are accurately measured at the time of the examination. M BD-AC-21  
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Imaging procedures 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

BD3.0  BONE DENSITOMETRY STANDARD OPERATING 

PROCEDURES/PROTOCOLS 

Guidance: See also global modality GM3.0 for additional requirements. 

  

Revised 
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https://iscd.org/learn/official-positions/adult-positions/
https://iscd.org/learn/official-positions/adult-positions/
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

BD8.2.9 B The body of a first-time and/or serial (follow-up) report includes definitions. 

Guidance: Any terminology or abbreviations (e.g. T-score, Z-score, fracture risk, 
etc.) used in the report are defined. 

 BD-AC-21  

BD8.2.10 M The body of a serial (follow-up) report also includes changes in density in both 
g/cm2 and percentage. 

M BD-AC-21  

BD8.2.11 M The body of a serial (follow-up) report also includes least significant change (LSC) 
and statistical significance for each measured BMD skeletal site comparison. 

Guidance: Each facility must determine precision error using the ISCD 
methodology and use this value when determining the significance of change in 
serial DXA determinations. Statistical significance is to be reported for each BMD 
skeletal site comparison, indicating whether the difference is considered 
significant at a 95% level of confidence. The LSC is stated in absolute values 
(g/cm2) for each skeletal site for which change is reported. See The International 
Society for Clinical Densitometry 2019 Official Positions - Adult at 
https://iscd.org/learn/official-positions/adult-positions/.  

The minimum acceptable least significant change for a facility is: 

Lumbar Spine: LSC =5.3% 

Total Hip: LSC = 5.0% 

Femoral Neck: LSC = 6.9% 

If a facility has more than one technologist, an average precision error combining 
data from all technologists should be used to establish precision error and LSC for 
the facility, provided the precision error for each technologist is within a pre-
established range of acceptable performance. Please see BD3.4.8. 

M BD-AC-21  

BD8.2.12 M The body of a serial (follow-up) report also includes a statement regarding which 

https://iscd.org/learn/official-positions/adult-positions/
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