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Introduction 

In addition to the general standards, the discipline-specific standards for echocardiography provides additional mandatory 
requirements and best practices. 
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Patient preparation 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC2.0  ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY PATIENT PREPARATION 

Guidance: See also global modality GM2.0 for additional requirements. 

  Revised 

EC2.1  Pre-examination information is collected and assessed prior to commencing 
the examination. 

   

EC2.1.1 M Patient height and weight are accurately measured and documented. H US/EC-AC-24  

EC2.1.2 M Patient heart rate and heart rhythm are measured and documented. H US/EC-AC-24  

EC2.1.3 B Patient blood pressure is measured and documented.  US/EC-AC-24 New 
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC3.3.6 B Sonographers adhere to the as low as reasonably achievable (ALARA) principle.  US/EC-AC-24  

EC3.3.7 M There are protocols for the pediatric population, where applicable. 
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Transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC6.0  TRANSESOPHAGEAL ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY 

  Revised 

EC6.1  Transesophageal echocardiography is performed in an environment 
designed to ensure patient safety. 

Guidance: See also global modality GM5.0 for additional requirements.  

  Revised  

EC6.1.1 M Appropriately qualified supplementary staff (e.g. nurses with critical care nursing 
experience) are present and actively participate in the tasks of medication 
infusion, patient monitoring and patient recovery. 

Guidance: In addition to the performing physician, qualified staff are available 
before, during and after the examination. 

H US/EC-AC-24  

EC6.1.2 M The room is large enough to accommodate emergency management monitoring 
equipment. 

H US/EC-AC-24  

EC6.1.3 M There is an emergency crash cart immediately accessible.  H US/EC-AC-24 Revised 

EC6.1.4 
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Acceptance testing  

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC12.0  ACCEPTANCE TESTING OF ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS 

Guidance: See also equipment and supplies DES2.0 for additional requirements. 

  Revised 

EC12.1  Acceptance testing is performed after purchase and prior to clinical use of 
echocardiography systems. 

  Revised  

EC12.1.1 M 
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Quality assurance 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC13.0  QUALITY CONTROL TESTING OF ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY 

SYSTEMS 

Guidance: See also equipment and supplies DES3.0 for additional requirements. 

  Revised 

EC13.1  
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

EC13.3.3 M Annual quality control testing of echocardiography systems includes a uniformity 
assessment of the system and each probe. 

M 
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https://www.onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(08)00569-5/fulltext
https://onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(18)30318-3/fulltext
http://www.cardiacbc.ca/Documents/Summary%20report.pdf
https://www.onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(13)00562-2/fulltext
https://www.onlinecjc.ca/article/S0828-282X(07)70767-5/pdf
https://www.onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(06)00936-9/fulltext
https://www.onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(23)00206-7/fulltext
https://www.onlinejase.com/article/S0894-7317(19)30825-9/fulltext
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