
 
  

Diagnostic Accreditation Program 

ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 

Ultrasound



 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2024 by the Diagnostic Accreditation Program and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be used, reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system or any nature, without the prior written 
permission of the copyright holder, application for which shall be made to: 

Diagnostic Accreditation Program 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia 
300–669 Howe Street 
Vancouver BC  V6C 0B4 

The Diagnostic Accreditation Program and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of BC has used their best efforts in preparing 
thi



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 

 
 Ultrasound 3 of 14 
 Document ID: 12360                     Version: 2.0        Publication date: 2024-11-28 Effective date: 2025-06-01 

Introduction 

In addition to the general standards, the discipline-specific standards for ultrasound provides additional mandatory requirements 
and best practices for accreditation. 
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

US3.3.6 M There is an established protocol for the use of gel in the performance of the 

https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/21May_Medical_Gels_Position%20Statement_Final.pdf
https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/21May_Medical_Gels_Position%20Statement_Final.pdf
https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/21May_Medical_Gels_Position%20Statement_Final.pdf
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Interpretation and reports 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

US8.0  ULTRASOUND INTERPRETATION AND REPORTS 

Guidance: See also global modality GM8.0 for additional requirements. 

  Revised  

US8.1  Reports are comprehensive and include appropriate clinical information.  

Guidance: See also global modality GM8.0 for additional requirements.  

  Revised 

US8.1.3 M 
 

There is a process to clearly identify the sonographer’s technical impressions (e.g. 
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https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
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https://www.psbchealthhub.ca/
https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/Reporting-and-Data-Systems/Bi-Rads
https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/Reporting-and-Data-Systems/Bi-Rads
https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/Reporting-and-Data-Systems/Bi-Rads
https://www.acr.org/Clinical-Resources/Reporting-and-Data-Systems/Bi-Rads
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Acceptance testing  

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

US12.1.6 B Acceptance testing of ultrasound systems includes evaluation of spatial and 
contrast resolution of the system. 

Guidance: Spatial and contrast resolution can be assessed using a phantom with 
targets of differing size and echogenic properties. At a minimum, lateral and axial 
resolution must be assessed using phantom and filament targets distributed axially 
and laterally. To assess contrast resolution, targets with differing echogenic 
properties must be used. 

 ACR-APPM-US Revised 

US12.1.7 M Acceptance testing of ultrasound systems includes a quantitative assessment of 
each probe for lens delamination, element damage and cable integrity. 

Guidance
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Quality Assurance 

No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

US13.0  QUALITY CONTROL TESTING OF ULTRASOUND SYSTEMS 

Guidance: See also equipment and supplies DES3.0 for additional requirements. 

  Revised  

US13.1  Daily quality control procedures are established and used to monitor 
performance of ultrasound systems. 

   

US13.1.1 M Daily quality control testing of ultrasound systems includes a documented visual 
inspection of the ultrasound system and transducers. 

Guidance: A visual inspection includes an assessment of: 

I. surface smoothness 

II. wear and tear of the coating 

III. burrs or cracks 

IV. sharp edges 

V. holes or other degradation 

VI. cable integrity/strain relief 

VII. alignment and functionality, if applicable 

M ACR-APPM-US Revised  

US13.3  Annual quality control procedures are established and used to monitor 
performance of ultrasound systems. 
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No.  Description Risk Reference Change 

US13.3.5 B Annual quality control testing of ultrasound systems includes evaluation of 
geometric accuracy. 

 ACR-APPM-US Revised  

US13.3.6 B Annual quality control testing of ultrasound systems includes evaluation of system 
sensitivity. 

 ACR-APPM-US Revised  

US13.3.7 B Annual quality control testing of ultrasound systems includes evaluation of 
contrast resolution. 

 ACR-APPM-US Revised  

US13.3.8 B Annual quality control testing of ultrasound systems includes evaluation of spatial 
resolution. 

 ACR-APPM-US Revised  

US13.3.9 B For systems with colour, pulsed or Doppler imaging, annual quality control testing 
of ultrasound systems includes a qualitative evaluation of these imaging mode 
capabilities. 

 US/EC-AC-24 Revised  
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