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No. Description Reference Risk Change 

ECO1.1.4 
 

M Environmental cleaning staff who clean the operating/procedure 
room and/or sterile core don the appropriate PPE.  
Guidance: Cleaning and disinfection products must be used in 
accordance with safety data sheets. PPE is worn for protection from 
micro-organisms, for protection from chemicals used in environmental 
cleaning and for prevention of transmission of micro-organisms from 
one patient environment to another. Gloves are selected based on the 
task, area and specifications in the safety data sheet for the chemical 
agent being used. Household utility gloves are not acceptable for 
cleaning and disinfecting any clinical areas or public washrooms. 
Gloves are single use, for a single task. A gown and eye protection are 
not usually required for routine cleaning unless indicated by the 
PCRA. Also see the NHMSFAP¯m�Routine Practices and Additional 
Precautions and Occupational Health and Safety accreditation 
standards. 

2, 4, 5, 6 
 
 

H  

ECO1.2 Cleaning and disinfectant products are appropriately selected and prepared. 
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ECO1.3.9 M Cleaning and disinfection proceeds from the high to the low areas. 
Guidance: The room/area is cleaned working from high to low areas. 
Cleaning from high to low areas allows for cleaning of contaminants 
that may fall from high to low surfaces and mitigates the risk of cross-
contamination.  

2, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 

H  

ECO1.3.10 
 

M Fresh cloths are used for cleaning and disinfecting each room. 4, 5  H  

ECO1.3

 









College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 

 Environmental Cleaning of Operating/Procedure Rooms and Sterile Core 



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  



College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia  ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 

 Environmental Cleaning of Operating/Procedure Rooms and Sterile Core 15 of 29 
 Document ID: 12189                     Version: 2.1        Publication date: 2024-11-21 Effective date: August 1, 2024 

No. Description Reference Risk Change 

ECO1.4.9 M End of procedure/between case turnover cleaning cards and/or 
checklists list all the things in the room to be cleaned. 
Guidance: Cleaning cards and/or checklists can either be carried on 
the cleaning cart and/or posted in each room/area. The 
cards/checklists are laminated. 

2, 5 `H  

ECO1.4.10 M End of procedure/between case turnover cleaning commences after 
the patient has left the operating/procedure room. 

6, 7 
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ECO1.5.12 M Terminal cleaning of the sterile core includes the telephone, 
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ECO1.6.7 M The walls are cleaned monthly and when visibly soiled. 2 H  

 M The sprinkler heads are cleaned monthly and when visibly soiled. 
Guidance: A professional fire sprinkler service provider should be 
consulted on how to clean the sprinkler heads to prevent their 
damage or accidentally triggering them. 

2   

ECO1.6.8 M The ceilings are cleaned monthly and when visibly soiled. 2 H  

ECO1.6.9 M There is a schedule for the cleaning, disinfection and maintenance of 
sink drains. 
Guidance: Plumbing can act as reservoirs of bacteria; that bacteria 
can be transmitted by splash back from drains. 

2 M NEW 

ECO1.6.10 M The weekly cleaning schedule is followed. 
Guidance: Weekly cleaning is performed as outlined in facility policy 
and procedures and documented in a log. 

2 H  

ECO1.6.11 M Weekly cleaning is documented. 2 H  

ECO1.6.12 M The monthly cleaning schedule is followed. 
Guidance: Monthly cleaning is performed as outlined in facility policy 
and procedures and documented in a log. 

2 H  

ECO1.6.13 M Monthly cleaning is documented. 2 H  

ECO1.6.14 M The sink drain maintenance schedule is followed. 
Guidance: Skin drain maintenance is performed at the frequency 
determined by a qualified infection, prevention and control (IPAC) 
professional and documented. 

2 M NEW 

ECO1.6.15 M Sink drain maintenance is documented. 2 M NEW 

ECO1.7 Surfaces, fixtures, fittings, furnishings and equipment within the operating/procedure room(s) and sterile core are 
easy to clean and moisture impervious. 
Guidance: Effective cleaning in a health-care setting requires the use of health-care grade cleaning products and Health 
Canada app
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ECO1.7.1 M Surfaces, fixtures, fittings, furnishings and equipment are cleanable 
with a health-care grade disinfectant (i.e. Health Canada DIN). 
Guidance: Surfaces, fixtures, fittings, furnishings and equipment 
include but are not limited to shelving, counters, cabinets, or table
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ECO1.7.10 M Countertops are constructed of non-porous, solid surface material 
and free from seams. 
Guidance: Materials such as wood, granite and laminate products 
allow ingress of water or chemical solutions. Stainless steel is 
recommended as it is easy to clean and able to withstand surface-
cleaning agents. Laminate-type countertops specified by the 
manufacturer as being suitable for laboratory use are acceptable. 

3 M  

ECO1.7.11 M Cabinetry is enclosed, free from seams and constructed of smooth, 
non-porous material. 
Guidance: Stainless steel, powder coated metal, and phenolic resin 
are examples of smooth, non-
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ECO1.7.14 M Walls adjacent to the scrub sinks are protected from water and scrub 
chemical damage. 
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