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Introduction

Latex allergy management requires creating awareness of the potential for latex allergy and taking the appropriate steps to
provide a latex-safety environment for patients. The sensitivity to latex varies from patient to patient and symptoms can range
from mild (e.g. redness) to severe (e.g. anaphylaxis). Latex sensitivity symptoms can also become worse with repeated exposure.
Therefore, minimizing latex exposure for latex sensitive patients is essential.

No. Description

ALGY1.0 LATEXALLERGY

ALGY1l.1 Patients with a known or suspected latex sensitivity or allergy are identified.

ALGY1.1.1 M  All patients are assessed preoperatively for latex sensitivity risk factors.
Guidance: All patients should be assessed for potential latex allergies. Questions should enquire about reactions to latex
gloves, balloons or condoms; food and fruit allergies; repeated exposure to latex products because of multiple surgeries
or occupation (e.g. healthcare workers, hairdressers, janitors). Some food allergies are known to coexist with latex
sensitivity or allergy and therefore may be useful for identifying patients with potential latex sensitivity or allergy. High
cross-reactivity foods include banana, avocado, kiwi fruit and chestnut. Moderate cross-reactivity foods include apple,
carrot, celery, melons, papaya, potato and tomato.

ALGY1.1.2 M Patients with a sensitivity or allergy to latex are identified with an allergy alert wristband.

ALGY1.1.3 M  The medical record of any patient with a sensitivity or allergy to latex is labelled or flagged.
Guidance: A warning sticker or flag should appear on the front of the patient’s medical record to alert staff that the
medical record contains important information about the patient’s sensitivity or allergy status.

ALGY1l.1.4 M  The patient’s sensitivity or allergy status is clearly documented throughout the medical record.
Guidance: The patient’s allergy status should be documented on all referral and booking forms, admission forms, the OR
slate.

ALGY1.2 Patients with a known or suspected latex sensitivity or allergy are appropriately managed.

ALGY1.2.1 M Latex precautions are implemented for patients with a sensitivity or allergy to latex.
Guidance: Latex sensitivity/allergy should be noted on the OR schedule(&a)-8,-8l)¢er Bfhoulh BTell)Zy)-4 the patient sho.
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http://www.sbaa.org/
http://latexallergyresources.org/medical-products
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