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Introduction 

Post-anesthesia care involves three phases for care (phase I, phase II and extended observation) that progress from a high-level 
of care involving continuous monitoring to a less frequent level of monitoring. Phase I, phase II and extended observation levels 
of care may be located within a single post-anesthesia care unit/area (PACU) or may be located in a physically separate area of 
the facility. 

If different levels of care (i.e. phase I and phase II) take place in the same physical location (i.e. single PACU area), the nurse 
qualifications and nurse-to-patient ratios observed shall be in accordance with the highest level of care required by any patient 
(i.e. phase I patient) receiving care. 

If any level of care occurs in a physically separate area of the facility (e.g. extended observation, overnight stay), then each area 
must be staffed with a minimum of two nurses with the appropriate qualifications at all times when a patient is receiving care in 
that area. 

Post-anesthesia care area(s) must ensure that all patients are observable by the nurse at all times. 
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No. Description 

PACU1.0 POST-ANESTHESIA CARE 

PACU1.1 
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No. Description 

PACU1.6 The PACU is appropriately equipped. 
Guidance: Bed/stretcher space is used for both phase I and phase II patients are equipped. 

PACU1.6.1 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with cardiac monitoring. 

PACU1.6.2 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with blood pressure monitoring. 

PACU1.6.3 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with pulse oximetry. 

PACU1.6.4 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with suction equipment. 
Guidance: Suction equipment includes suction canisters and liners, tubing, suction tips and catheters. 

PACU1.6.5 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with oxygen equipment. 
Guidance: Oxygen equipment includes oxygen supply and regulator, nasal cannulas, masks and oral airways. 

PACU1.6.6 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with a bag-valve-mask device. 

PACU1.6.7 M Each phase I bed/stretcher space is equipped with artificial airways. 
Guidance: Various types and sizes of artificial airways. 

PACU1.6.8 M Each phase II bed/stretcher space is equipped with vital signs monitoring equipment. 

PACU1.6.9 M Each phase II bed/stretcher space is equipped with suction equipment. 
Guidance: Suction equipment includes suction canisters and liners, tubing, suction tips and catheters. 

PACU1.6.10 M Each phase II bed/stretcher space is equipped with oxygen equipment. 
Guidance: Oxygen equipment includes oxygen supply and regulator, nasal cannulas, masks and oral airways. 

PACU1.6.11 M Temperature monitoring equipment is readily available in the PACU. 

PACU1.6.12 M Clinical support supplies are readily available in the PACU. 
Guidance: Clinical support supplies include but are not limited to oral airways, nasal airways, stethoscope, intravenous 
(IV) catheters and solutions, medications, thermoregulation methods (e.g. convective warming devices, warmed 
blankets), otoscope, ophthalmoscope.
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No. Description 

PACU1.7.5 M Hand-off communication includes pertinent medical history. 

PACU1.7.6 M Hand-off communication includes medications given. 

PACU1.7.7 M Hand-off communication includes allergy status. 

PACU1.7.8 M Hand-off communication includes perioperative course. 
Guidance: Communication includes information about the perioperative course including vital signs, any complications, 
unusual or adverse events. 
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