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College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia PRACTICE STANDARD

Preamble

This document is a practice standard of the Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of British Columbia.

This practice standard applies to the utilization of cannabis for medical purposes and does
not apply to recreational use which has now been legalized in Canada. This standard does
not apply to physicians practising in a hospital setting.
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The medical document authorizing a patient access to cannabis must include the following:

a.

the physician’s given name and surname, business address and telephone number,
the province in which they are authorized to practise and the number assigned by the
province to that authorization and their facsimile number and email address (if
applicable)

the patient’s given name, surname and date of birth
the address of the location at which the patient consulted with the physician

the daily quantity of cannabis, expressed in appropriate metric units of mass (i.e.
grams or milligrams), that the physician authorizes for the patient

the type of cannabis product prescribed and its route of administration

the period of use, expressed as a number of days, weeks or months which must not
exceed one year

The College considers the medical document authorizing patient access to cannabis to be
equivalent to a prescription. Physicians must not charge patients or licensed producers of
cannabis for completing the medical document, or for any activities associated with
completing the medical document, including, but not limited to: assessing the patient;
reviewing his/her chart; educating or informing the patient about the risks or benefits of
cannabis; or confirming the validity of a prescription in accordance with the Cannabis for
Medical Purposes Regulations.

Given the paucity of evidence to support the use of cannabis for medical purposes,
physicians who choose to provide a document related to the authorization of cannabis for
medical purposes shall:

1.

Document a comprehensive medical assessment of the condition to be treated with
cannabis, including a history, physical examination and investigations, as appropriate.

Document that conventional therapies for the condition for which the authorization of
cannabis for medical purposes was provided have been attempted to assist the
patient in the management of his/her medical condition and have not successfully
helped the patient.

Assess the patient for addiction and/or risk of addiction. For the latter, use a validated
addiction risk tool and retain a copy in the patient record.

Discuss with the patient the risks of using cannabis and record in the patient’s medical
record that a discussion occurred.

Review the patient’s PharmaNet information prior to issuing an authorization for
cannabis for medical purposes and in any reassessment of patients receiving cannabis
for medical purposes.

Retain a copy of the document provided for the authorization of cannabis for medical
purposes in the patient’s medical record.
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7. Include processes to identify any misuse/abuse/diversion by the patient in any
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