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PRACTICE STANDARD 

Non-sexual Boundary Violations 

Effective:  October 22, 2020 

Last revised:  May 6, 2022 

Version:  1.3 

Related topic(s): Conflict of Interest; Photographic, Video and Audio Recording of 
Patients; Physical Examinations and Procedures; Treating Self, Family 
Members and Those with Whom You Have a Non-professional 
Relationship; Sexual Misconduct; Social Media 

 

A practice standard reflects the minimum standard of professional behaviour and ethical 
conduct on a specific topic or issue expected by the College of its registrants (all physicians 
and surgeons who practise medicine in British Columbia). Standards also reflect relevant 
legal requirements and are enforceable under the Health Professions Act, RSBC 1996, c.183 
(HPA) and College 
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Boundary crossing 

Within a therapeutic patient-registrant relationship, a boundary crossing may be inevitable. A 
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o sufficient time has not passed since the last clinical encounter, given the nature 

and extent of the patient-registrant relationship 

¶ promote their personal, political, or religious beliefs or causes to a patient in the 

context of the patient-registrant relationship 

The College acknowledges that registrants practising in rural, remote, or exclusive social 
settings face unique circumstances. Although registrants in small communities may not be 
able to avoid all social or business interactions with their patients, the College expects that 


